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ABSTRACT

Chandrasekhar Venkata Raman was a scientist in the true sense. He was a follower of that great Indian tradition
which believes in simple living and high thinking. In colonial India, when there was a complete lack of scientific
instruments and facilities, this great thinker of science carried out such remarkable research that the entire world
was astonished. That discovery, which later became famous as the Raman Effect, was so significant and useful
that even nine decades after its discovery, research on it continues in various countries of the world—perhaps
more than on any other discovery.

Prof. Raman possessed a sharp intellect that enabled him to probe deeply into any subject, examine it thoroughly,
and organize it skillfully with a synthetic approach. He was among the first scientists to accept and demonstrate
the fact of partial transformation of energy within matter. His main areas of research were acoustics and optics.
What was it that inspired Raman to dedicate his entire life to scientific research? The circumstances and
motivations behind this are presented here.
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